SO MANY DIVES,
SO LITTLE TIME!
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— WELCOME TO OUR ISLAND
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I invite you to use this complimentary dive guide
to plan your dives. All sites have been listed and
are accompanied by important and helpful
information. The guide has been updated since the
last edition.

The guide also contains a list of dive operators,
important rules of the Bonaire Marine Park, and a
shopping guide where you can find watches, dive
computers, jewelry, gifts, T-shirts, souvenirs, liquor
and wine.

It's an exciting time in the industry and in Bonaire
as more rooms, apartments and shopping facilities
go full speed ahead. A stroll along the seaside will
be enough to convince you that Bonaire is getting
there and is a top destination in the Caribbean.
More shopping, more stores, more variety, and
attractive prices as well as quality brand names
await you.

I hope that you will use this booklet to plan your
vacation — both topside and under our beautiful
water. Have a great time!

Deepak Daryanani
Publisher

Publisher, Sales Deepak Daryanani, Kaya Grandi 13, Kralendijk, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles,
Tel (599) 717-2201. Fax (599) 7177210

Copyright © 2006. All rights reserved. Editor Consultants.com, Photography Fish-Eye Photo.
Reproduction in whole or part is forbidden without written permission from Bonaire Affair N.V.
While exerting every effort to make this publication as accurate as possible, the publisher
assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions.
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— BONAIRE MARINE PARK REGULATIONS

STINAPA is the Government agency in charge of
overseeing the welfare and operation of Bonaire Marine
Park. As with any well-run agency, there have to be
guidelines and regulations to ensure a smooth operation
and the overall well being of the Marine Park. Please
observe the following:

* All persons diving in Bonaire's waters must secure a
Marine Park Tag. The cost is $25. The fee is used to
maintain the park and boat moorings.

« All persons must obtain an orientation from a dive
operator. You will be given valuable information as to
how you can become part of our efforts to keep
Bonaire a diver’s paradise.

* Anchoring is not allowed. All boats must use one of
the mooring buoys that have been placed by the
Bonaire Marine Park.

 Spear guns and spear fishing are not allowed and

violators face heavy fines. \

* Remove nothing, living or dead from the Marine Park. MOVA DO
Shelling is not allowed! |

* Gloves are not to be worn unless used when v arl ok lime
ascending/descending a mooring line, for diving the
Hilma Hooker (wreck dive), shore diving the east side
or otherwise with Marine Park okay in case of a
medical condition.

* The following tips should also be observed to make
your diving more enjoyable and to help protect the reef.

* Practice good buoyancy. All dive operators offer a
free course. Take it and take off those unwanted
pounds.

* Secure all dangling gauges and octopuses.

* Don't touch anything. Feeding fish is not recommended.
Picking up sea horses, teasing puffer fish and generally
harassing the underwater creatures causes undo stress
and damages the delicate balance of the reef.

Thank you for taking care of Bonaire!

__ DIVE SITE ICONS
Boat Dive

a = Diver: Beginner/Intermediate/Experienced

Shore Dive

O Snorkeling
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—BOKA BARTOL
= Located in Washington-Slagbaai National Park, this is
the northernmost dive site on Bonaire. A good place to
look for the larger fish species. The shallows offer large,
unusual coral formations, and the sandy bottom provides
a habitat for rays and garden eels. Depth 20-80 feet (15
20 meters).

Photography Fish-Eye Photo

_PLAYA BENGE
2 Located on the northwest coast of Washington-Slagbaai.
The experienced diver will be rewarded with some of
the most pristine coral found on Bonaire. This site is
also home to many of the larger fish species. Depth 15-
100 feet (4-30 meters).
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3. _PLAYA FUNCHI

Located in Washington-Slagbaai National Park. In depths
of 15-100 feet (4-30 meters), horse-eye jacks can be seen
out in blue water. The shallows are loaded with many
of the smaller species that approach divers and snorkelers
looking for a handout.

BE8 0
4. _BISE MORTO

Another Washington Park dive. The name means “dead
deer”. Deep-water pelagics such as whale sharks, manta
rays and even spouting humpback whales have been
spotted here. Depth 20-100 feet, (6-30 meters).
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—\WAYAKA

= Located within the confines of Washington-Slagbaai
National Park, Wayaca offers divers a new site where
very litle diving has been done in the past. Many times,
dive sites in this area are visited by larger species of
animals, so keep your eyes on the blue when you dive
this site, and you might be lucky. Depth 30-100 feet
(10-30 meters).
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6. BOKA SLAGBAAI

Located in Washington-Slagbaai National Park, this is
one of the northernmost dive sites. A place to look for
the larger fish species. The shallows offer large, unusual
coral formations, and the sandy bottom provides a habitat
for rays and garden eels. Depth 20-80 feet (15-20 meters).

7. _NUKOVE
Located on the northwest coast of Washington-Slagbaai.
The experienced diver will be rewarded with some of
the most pristine coral found on Bonaire. This site is
also home to many of the larger fish species. Depth 15-
100 feet (4-30 meters).
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g, _CAREL' VISION

This new site in the Bonaire National Marine Park is
similar to its neighboring site, Nukove. Divers who visit
Carel's Vision will delight in the wide expansive views
and high density hard coral cover. Photographers should
use their wide angle lenses. Depth 20-100 feet

(6-30 meters).
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9. _KARPATA

Popular with shore divers, Karpata is located at the end
of the one-way section on the coastal road. Known for
its good visibility and panoramic views, this site is great
for wide-angle photographers. Models can pose by huge
ship anchors embedded in the coral, or over branching
colonies of elkhorn, which stretch from ten feet up to
the surface. Depth 20-100 feet (6-30 meters).
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10, —LA DANIASS LEAP

Before boat diving became popular, this site was known
for the practice of “leaping” off the ledge and drift diving
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to Karpata. La Dania’s is one of Bonaire’s few vertical
walls, with numerous canyons and sand shoots. It is
best as a first dive in order to fully enjoy the deeper
parts of the site. Look for tiny juvenile sunshine fish
(yellow on top, bright blue below) on the mid to deep
portions of the wall. Depth 15-100 feet (5-30 meters).
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11, —RAPPEL

One of Bonaire’s most popular dives. In the past, divers
had to use ropes to rappel to this site! There are large
sea fans and colorful gorgonians of all shapes and sizes
in the shallows. The beautiful coral formations appear
to have been planted and cared for by a conscientious,
hardworking gardener. Due to the close proximity of
the mooring line to the ledge on shore, boats have a
tendency to rock. Depth 30-100 feet (18-30 meters).
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Though not recommended. this site can also be reached
from shore, but it's tricky and sometimes painful, thus
the name Bloodlet! There is a dense reef structure,
home to schools of algae eating blue tangs, and many
yellow or green tube sponges. Sea turtles are often seen
here. Depth 20-80 feet (6-25 meters).
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